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Introduction
Since 2015, the Olseth Family Foundation has generously supported Oles as they broaden their perspectives and learn about other places and cultures through international off-campus studies. You have provided $480,000 in grants that have helped Oles with middle-to-high financial need access and complete study abroad as part of their St. Olaf experience. Thank you for this generous and critical support!
The following report details the impact the Olseth Family Foundation has made possible for Oles and our off-campus study program during this most recent grant year.
Impact
During our 2024-25 school year, the Olseth Foundation enabled 36 Oles from middle-income families to study abroad and take less loans to do so. St. Olaf awarded $79,280 in Olseth funds; $9,300 from FY25 was unspent and is currently being awarded to students for FY26. Recipients for 24-25 awards include:
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Classical Studies in Greece
· MaKenzie Kukkan ‘26
· Hayden Kvalevog ‘26
Dance NOW/NY Interim Experience
· Owen Erickson ‘27
Encountering Japan: Tokyo
· William New ’25 
Gender Equality in Norway
· Kayla McMayer ’26 
· Maura Prochaska ’26 
IES Abroad – Milan 
· Jenna Hartz ‘27
Japan -Waseda
· Tristan Lanska ’26 
Mapping Linguistic Landscapes of Northern Germany
· McKenzie Welch ’27 
Migrations in Norway 
· Lena DiGiulio ‘25
· Carter Petrella ‘26
Number Theory – Budapest 
· Alex Kelly ‘27
· Henry Lien ‘27 
· Emily Nachreiner ‘27
Reformations in Germany and Spain
· Paige Yagodinski ‘25




Soccer in England 
· Maylee Aldentaler ‘26 
· Ella Nielsen ‘27
Social Issues in South Africa 
· Emma Johnson ‘25
· Anna Putney ‘25
Sustainable Land Use in Costa Rica 
· Signe Aleckson ‘26
· Benjamin Fisher ‘27 
· Ada Guetschow ‘27
· Hjelle Personius ‘26
· Joshua Stanton ‘26
The Journey North: Migrations To, From, and Within Norway
· Amasa Evesen ‘25 
· Otelia Lighthill ‘27
· Aaron Rutherford ‘26
Theater in London
· Lillian Engelsgjerd ’27 
Theology and Practice at Holden Village 
· Jennavieve York ‘27 
Washington D.C. Politics and Intl Relations
· Madison Dinneen ‘27 
· Cooper Oleyar ‘26 
· Ainsley Schafer ‘26
World Courts in Europe 
· Maxwell Martinson ‘25





As a result of this aid, we were able to cover 50% of the overall cost of January Term participation for Olseth recipients. In 2024-25, middle-income students studying abroad during January term had an average of $12,374 in loan debt. This is a $1,350 drop from before we used Olseth funds to target middle-income students participating in a J-Term abroad program.
While we have lowered debt for middle-income students participating in January-term study abroad, their average loan debt remains higher than those studying in semester- and year-long programs (~$11,415) and those studying on campus (~$10,641). We hope to cover these gaps as we continue increasing support for aid.
These experiences remain meaningful for students and are considered a high-impact practice that strengthens learning and students’ persistence through graduation. Olseth recipients from 2024-25 shared:
· “This study abroad experience was the most incredible opportunity to grow both academically and personally. I was able to make important connections to my major in an interdisciplinary manner and embark on new experiences while I traveled abroad for the first time ever. Thank you for your contributions to this once-in-a-lifetime experience that will sick with me forever!”
· “I had the incredible opportunity to participate in the ‘Reformations of Germany and Spain’ program. I’ve always been interested in how religious traditions evolve in different cultural contexts, and this program gave me a firsthand look at the impact of the Reformation in Europe, particularly in Germany and Spain. To be in a space where such a pivotal moment in religious history occurred was deeply moving for me. One of the most impactful parts of the trip was visiting Buchenwald concentration camp. As someone with Polish ancestry, it was incredibly emotional for me, as there is a very real chance that my ancestors were among those who suffered there. This trip wasn’t just an academic journey for me, it was deeply personal and gave me a richer understanding of both my faith and my heritage.” 
· “I had the privilege of studying abroad this past January on the World Courts in Europe trip. I travelled throughout Western Europe, visiting the centers of international law, like the U.S. Mission to Geneva, the World Health Organization, the European Parliament, and the International Court of Justice, just to name a few. I chose this trip because I want to ho into the field of international law after graduating from St. Olaf and this provided me with the best way to see these institutions up close. Words cannot really express how thankful I am. It would have been very hard for me to go on the trip without the financial support that I was provided. I wouldn’t have had the life changing experience and made the connections that I did if it weren’t for you. Thank you!” 
Trends over time
Participation in study abroad by Oles overall continues to strengthen. Following a rate of 61.2% of the Class of 2024, I’m happy to report that 69% of the Class of 2025 studied abroad while at St. Olaf. This increase in participation continues to be driven by generous aid that we can offer students as well as the variety of programs offered to students during their time on campus. 
Donor contributions through our 2014-2020 For the Hill and Beyond campaign and in the years since have substantially increased affordability for students. Total aid awarded from gift funds has quadrupled in ten years; In FY25, St. Olaf awarded $1.49 million in aid, compared to $.28 million in FY15. This increase in aid and continued support from the Olesth Family Foundation will allow us to expand coverage for students in years ahead as noted in our proposal.
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Conclusion
Thank you for these important grant awards from the Olseth Family Foundation! Studying abroad is something that Oles never forget, and helps shape them into thoughtful and engaged global citizens. You ensure we can continue to make international study an accessible and affordable part of a St. Olaf education. Thank you for this wonderful support you provide students with financial need!

Should you need additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us.
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